In 1932, while the patient was in the Navy, a tremor developed in the left hand. The case was diagnosed shortly afterwards as one of disseminated sclerosis and the man was discharged from the Service.
absent. Plantar reflexes flexor; abdominal reflexes present. Optic discs perhaps unduly pale over the temporal halves. All forms of sensation somewhat reduced over the left half of the body. Speech: jerky and hoarse; apparent inco-ordination between the muscles of respiration and of articulation. Both vocal cords move well on phonation, but ventricular bands do not come into apposition. Cerebrospinal fluid normal in composition and pressure.
October 1937: Section of right spinal accessory nerve, without much relief as regards the torticollis.
Dr. CRITCHLEY said that this patient exhibited a train of symptoms which he had seen in combination several times previously. No adequate account existed in the literature so far as he knew, but various diagnostic labels had incorrectly been applied to these cases, chiefly " disseminated sclerosis " and " double athetosis ".
Their most interesting and striking feature was the curious affection of speech, which was not easy to describe. At times the dysarthria had been termed " inspiratory speech " but this expression was wholly incorrect. Schuster spoke of " sea-lion speech " which still did not adequately indicate the curious, constrained, breathless and spastic dysarthria, almost as though the patient were being throttled. W.E., male, aged 23, came for advice about attacks of excitement and restlessnes: which he had had for nine months. He had had convulsions for a brief interval at the age of 3, but had had none since that age. There had been no previous illness of note; he had had a mild head injury at the age of 9, and he had always been "rather backward ", though he had attained Standard VI at the age of 14 when he left school.
The attacks complained of were of strange behaviour. He would be found in bed in a restless state. He would keep stammering, and would not answer. On one occasion he got out of bed and wandered as if looking for something, came back with a tray of tea-things for his mother but had not added the water to the tea leaves, went back and wa3 found to have fried some bread later. He then said he could not find an egg. When one was pointed out to him he appeared not to see it and said: " All the chickens have flown away ". He was restless, bewildered, and excited, running in and out of the kitchen, and he spoke very little, though his speech was normal. He then suddenly ran out of the house and to the railway station-so rapidly that he could not be followed. He cannot recall any of these events and remembers only reaching a ticket-collector at another station, finding that he had no ticket, and not knowing how he had entered the train which brought him.
In the above attacks no kind of convulsive onset was known of by the relatives, and he was found in the attack in the early morning on each occasion. He had had about one attack a month. For the previous month he had had nocturnal enuresis once a week, though never before.
In response to questions it was stated that he had been liable to brief attacks in which he did not notice what had been said. These " vacant " turns had occurred two or three times a week for a year, and in some he would spin round. The attack lasted only a few seconds. His intelligence had become less in the previous year; he had become forgetful, and was liable to make childish remarks. He Since discharge from hospital he has been completely free from attacks of any kind, and is much brighter mentally, as a result of treatment by luminal. The patient's mother, aged 52, has a profuse rash of adenoma sebaceum on both cheeks. She has never suffered from epilepsy. She is vague and inclined to be garrulous, and her intelligence appears to be subnormal. The patient is her only son. She is one of a family of seven. The eldest brother is alive and well, aged 57. The next brother died in infancy. A younger sister, aged 42, also suffers from adenoma sebaceum. Two younger sisters, aged 40 
